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Middlesex is a novel by Jeffrey Eugenides. It was publisime2002 and won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction B03. On June 5, 2007,
Oprah Winfrey announced the novel as the Oprahiék Bidub 2007 Summer Selection.

The narrator and protagonist, Calliope Stephan(i@¢sr called Cal), an intersexed person of Gresdcdnt, has 5-alpha-reductase
deficiency. The bulk of the novel is devoted tdimgl his coming-of-age story growing up in Detrditichigan in the late 20th century.
This story, however, is intertwined with elements damily saga, meditations on the era's zeitgaist bits of contemporary history.

Plot summary

The novel begins in the small Greek village ofdriandparents, where brother Lefty and sister Desdarfall in love. The two are forced
to emigrate to America during the 1922 war betw@egece and Turkey. Leaving behind their villageytare free to marry without
risking the social stigma. They meet their cousinr&elina and her husband in Detroit, Michigan.

Lefty and Desdemona have a son, Milton, who mattiea's daughter, Tessie. Milton and Tessie, wigasacond cousins, have two
children. "Chapter Eleven" (possibly a referencthtofact that he eventually bankrupts the familgibess) is a normal boy, but Calliope
is intersexed, although the family doesn't knowwliiofor many years, and is raised as a girl.

At fourteen, Calliope falls in love with her femdlest friend (referred to in the novel as "The Q@bsdbject") and has her first sexual
experiences with both sexes. After an accidengcaod discovers that Calliope is intersexed, ar@ishiaken to a clinic in New York
where she undergoes a series of tests and exaomisafiaced with the prospect of sex reassignmegey Calliope runs away and takes
the male identity of Cal. Cal hitchhikes cross-doyrfinally arriving in San Francisco, where hecbmes an attraction in a burlesque
show.

Her father Milton, back in Detroit, repeatedly rees phonecalls from an anonymous man saying hevkmdhere Calliope is, and will



release her to him if he gives him $25,000. Miltanmake sure, asks the man what village Calliogeiedparents are from, and the man
replies, Bithynios, near Smyrna, which is the carenswer. Milton goes to the agreed upon locatioa train station where Desdemona
and Lefty met Sourmelina when they first came ter@8, and drops the money. He changes his minddh, figuring that something
isn't right, and finds that it's his priest brottedaw and his wife's former fiancé, Father Miléis leads to a car chase to the Canadian
border, where Milton is killed in a pile-up, andtker Mike is arrested.

The club where Cal worked is raided by police (gi@al is underage), and Cal is returned into Chdfieven's custody, and the two fly
back to Grosse Pointe for the funeral. The boolsevith Desdemona confessing to Cal that Lefty wershnother; Cal promises to keep it
a secret until Desdemona dies.

Awards and nominations

Middlesex won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 2003.
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